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SURVEYS OF THE WATERBIRDS OF PORT STEPHENS, 2004-2016 
 

Shorebirds 

Species Feb 8 
2004 

Mar 12 
2005 

Feb 26 
2006 

Feb 18 
2007 

Feb 10 
2008 

Feb 8 
2009 

Feb 12 
2010 

Feb 18 
2011 

Feb 20 
2012 

Feb 11 
2013 

Feb 14 
2014 

Feb 20 
2015 

Feb 19 
2016 

Bush Stone-curlew 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 
Beach Stone-curlew 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pied Oystercatcher 112 30 77 108 107 134 144 166 192 123 162 138 164 
Sooty Oystercatcher 18 5 9 11 10 13 19 19 24 42 37 52 42 
Red-necked Avocet 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Pacific Golden Plover 0 0 38 0 0 28 7 23 0 0 0 21 1 
Grey Plover 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Red-capped Plover 0 0 26 41 10 37 20 0 8 4 0 21 24 
Double-banded Plover 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 1 
Lesser Sand Plover 5 4 15 3 2 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 
Masked Lapwing 33 15 11 50 46 29 24 54 39 35 47 75 34 
Black-tailed Godwit 51 0 0 1 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 
Bar-tailed Godwit 888 268 515 809 886 641 876 511 689 366 535 523 528 
Whimbrel 218 248 424 215 261 40 271 240 207 208 188 135 301 
Eastern Curlew 649 80 303 329 320 551 376 342 230 310 190 334 263 
Terek Sandpiper 6 0 4 6 5 0 2 1 3 0 5 0 4 
Common Sandpiper 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Grey-tailed Tattler 44 9 32 100 37 18 22 51 66 56 50 18 33 
Common Greenshank 0 8 15 13 5 13 0 2 7 0 0 1 0 
Ruddy Turnstone 8 20 9 5 5 2 5 0 2 2 2 0 3 
Red Knot 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Red-necked Stint 20 2 6 59 0 41 43 22 9 0 12 4 21 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 0 0 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 2,053 689 1,527 1,750 1,695 1,554 1,812 1,431 1,479 1,147 1,230 1,327 1,421 

 
 

  



   

 Page 2 of 3 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher counts, all Port Stephens surveys 

112 

30 

77 

108 107 

154 

134 
122 

144 148 

166 

142 

192 

154 

123 
130 

162 162 

138 

#N/A 

164 

0

50

100

150

200

250

S 04 S 05 S 06 S 07 S 08 W 08 S 09 W  09 S 10 W 10 S11 W11 S12 W12 S13 W13 S14 W14 S15 W15 S15

Pied Oystercatcher Numbers in Port Stephens 



   

 Page 3 of 3 

Other Waterbirds 

Species Feb 8 
2004 

Mar 12 
2005 

Feb 26 
2006 

Feb 18 
2007 

Feb 10 
2008 

Feb 8 
2009 

Feb 12 
2010 

Feb 18 
2011 

Feb 20 
2012 

Feb 11 
2013 

Feb 14 
2014 

Feb 20 
2015 

Feb 19 
2016 

Black Swan 1056 208 200 418 35 563 1120 237 151 105 222 195 142 
Aust. Wood Duck 0 0 30 41 4 20 11 5 4 4 14 9 38 
Grey Teal 0 0 0 10 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Chestnut Teal 7 8 10 25 11 25 30 6 8 3 27 16 6 
Pacific Black Duck 3 0 8 35 8 0 17 0 4 6 13 3 2 
Pink-eared Duck 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Little Penguin 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 4 0 
Australian Darter 0 0 1 5 2 1 11 9 13 25 9 1 4 
Little Pied Cormorant 46 44 112 97 99 473 153 66 52 89 78 172 48 
Great Cormorant 31 7 38 55 39 29 39 31 17 22 17 33 17 
Little Black Cormorant 27 2 13 17 39 174 43 86 31 475 322 266 109 
Pied Cormorant 458 47 402 221 263 297 202 143 164 174 244 355 161 
Australian Pelican 162 40 175 156 132 152 121 90 117 166 188 213 53 
White-necked Heron 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Eastern Great Egret 4 4 9 9 6 13 13 3 10 0 14 4 1 
Intermediate Egret 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Striated Heron 4 0 1 11 1 0 5 7 3 6 4 3 0 
White-faced Heron 8 27+ 27 44 14 19 51 30 58 28 43 36 24 
Little Egret 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 1 15 1 3 1 
Nankeen Night Heron 2 0 0 8 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Australian White Ibis 30 31 64 192 15 97 87 12 80 34 59 111 24 
Straw-necked Ibis 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Royal Spoonbill 4 0 0 1 0 2 5 0 0 0 1 2 0 
Arctic Jaeger 5 0 0 1 1 0 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Little Tern 2 0 3 4 5 0 18 34 6 2 17 0 87 
Gull-billed Tern 1 0 0 19 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 
Caspian Tern  7 5 0 1 0 11 10 4 2 6 1 0 2 
Common Tern 2 0 9 5 1 0 10 0 26 43 18 0 40 
Crested Tern 178 149 146 161 82 112 220 191 103 49 185 17 165 
Silver Gull 377 170 287 449 234 343 192 124 197 362 319 74 316 
TOTAL 2,417 749 1,538 1,988 997 2,332 2,364 1,084 1,047 1,614 1,799 1,993 1,241 

 


