Fledgling 0006

This cryptic crossword uses Australian birds and birdwatching as its main theme. Answers are on the next page.
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Jacky Winter’s call didn’t keep a wife! (5,5)
Masked Lapwing’s feature was purple in the
middle (4)

Sub-continental home claimed by Hooded
Robin, Diamond Firetail! (5)

Prepare catechism of a birding site mud-map (9)
A type of shorebird which preys upon the cray
sector? (13)

Let Daisy go smoothly (8)

In the middle of a recent return birding trip (6)
Perfectionist put sir back in place (6)

How a young Platalea chick is raised? (8)
Riposted after bad idea or modern method for
tracking birds is revealed (5,8)

Cove with stork flying around — as some graziers
do (9)

A real ibis would offer up this excuse (5)

Audibly exhaled on the left or right (4)

Cite petals out of order for plaques (10)

Down

1 Are these birds young Desert Queens? (8,7)

2 To plead the case of a future component of a
bittern’s diet (7)

3 Afeature of birdwatching trips as well as bus
routes (8,5)

4  Set early wind direction (8)

5 The thick-knee supports this principle (5)

7  Careful in the kitchen! It’s a sniper’s job (7)

8 Wrote down all the observed features of the
rare bird you found (8,7)

11 An oyster’s maternal instinct? (6-2-5)

15 Clip rake into position after removing this
garden nuisance (1,7)

17 Coastal feature of male Gang-Gang Cockatoos
(7)

19 Daft Sid became an early adopter (7)

21 Citation expert reported portion (5)
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