
Fledgling 0004 

This cryptic crossword uses Australian birds and birdwatching as its main theme. Answers are on the next page. 
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Across 
7   A sad-looking honeyeater? (4-5) 
8  Males can prepare them (so can females) (5) 
10  Put up with beet and dill combination (8) 
11  A joint where a learner follows a short practical class 

back (6) 
12 Long-necked former treasurer (4) 
13  A characteristic of some fantails and scrub-robins (8) 
15 Good places to hide your satchel (7) 
17  What 18D must do openly (7) 
20 It quacks and sounds like a large conger (4, 4) 
22  It can be good to get one of these, as long as one 

doesn’t get you at the same time! (4) 
25  Want badly – like 5D in relation to 22A? (6) 
26A, 14D  Unusually brilliant sort had the extremities – 

and it isn’t very large (8, 9) 
27 Sounds like an indicator of how to agree (5) 
28 Find that brass grid can be used to locate it in the 

reeds (9) 
Down 
1 It’s flat, but strangely enough, the onset of 

erosion can help it become alpine! (5) 

2D, 14D Belly roll with no changes – and it isn’t very 
large (6, 9) 

3 A tyrant – or a small swallow? (8) 
4  Ring bell (get price first) – it is what birds are 

doing for 8A (7) 
5  Can she use archery methods to help her to find 

things? (8)  
6  Sonar experts with solar add-on can fly 

effortlessly (9) 
 9  Reminder of an injury caused when vehicles 

crashed (4) 
14  It becomes a much larger bird when it loses its 

head! (9) 
16  Sly gag explains outwardly what the hen does in 

its nest (4, 4) 
18 He is more likely to be interested in wildlife if a 

learner contributes (8) 
19  An emotional finish – with sure ending (7) 
21  Not hard to answer this clue! (4) 
23 Unhappy description of a curlew’s diet? (6) 
24 After the end of October, train tracks produce 

food for bowerbirds, for example (5)
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Across 
7   A sad-looking honeyeater? (4-5) 
8  Males can prepare them (so can females) (5) 
10  Put up with beet and dill combination (8) 
11  A joint where a learner follows a short practical class 

back (6) 
12 Long-necked former treasurer (4) 
13  A characteristic of some fantails and scrub-robins (8) 
15 Good places to hide your satchel (7) 
17  What 18D must do openly (7) 
20 It quacks and sounds like a large conger (4, 4) 
22  It can be good to get one of these, as long as one 

doesn’t get you at the same time! (4) 
25  Want badly – like 5D in relation to 22A? (6) 
26A, 14D  Unusually brilliant sort had the extremities – 

and it isn’t very large (8, 9) 
27 Sounds like an indicator of how to agree (5) 
28 Find that brass grid can be used to locate it in the 

reeds (9) 
Down 
1 It’s flat, but strangely enough, the onset of 

erosion can help it become alpine! (5) 

2D, 14D Belly roll with no changes – and it isn’t very 
large (6, 9) 

3 A tyrant – or a small swallow? (8) 
4  Ring bell (get price first) – it is what birds are 

doing for 8A (7) 
5  Can she use archery methods to help her to find 

things? (8)  
6  Sonar experts with solar add-on can fly 

effortlessly (9) 
 9  Reminder of an injury caused when vehicles 

crashed (4) 
14  It becomes a much larger bird when it loses its 

head! (9) 
16  Sly gag explains outwardly what the hen does in 

its nest (4, 4) 
18 He is more likely to be interested in wildlife if a 

learner contributes (8) 
19  An emotional finish – with sure ending (7) 
21  Not hard to answer this clue! (4) 
23 Unhappy description of a curlew’s diet? (6) 
24 After the end of October, train tracks produce 

food for bowerbirds, for example (5)

 


