
Fledgling 0003 

This cryptic crossword uses Australian birds and birdwatching as its main theme. Answers are on the next page. 
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Across 
1  Brain clouds over, missing five hundred looking 

at birds with these! (10) 
6  A one-two bird? (4) 
9  Indian mystic had us in fits (5) 
10 Mud on male is weird because he looks after his 

chicks (3,3,3) 
12  China plus cash gift can become a highlight for 

an osprey! (8,1,4) 
13  We might also give two hoots when we hear it 

(4,4) 
14  Coming last are art works (2,4) 
16 Doesn’t this young bird let age define it? (6) 
18  The latest birding magazine? Or perhaps a large  

chick? (3,5) 
20 Alto had update about how to submit bird 

records to the Atlas electronically (6,3,4) 
22  Appear neatly turned out a couple of kilometres 

beyond the dunny; short empty finish (4,5) 
23 Part of the reason a Red Fruit-bat doesn’t have 

collisions (5) 

24 Way to go, young man, if you want to get 
ahead! (4) 

25 Car gone? Fly off to Bowra to find this bird! (4,6) 
Down 
1  Perhaps this bird is not naturally wary, but how 

cruelness makes it so! (4,5-6) 
2  Astronomical term and coil loosely (7) 
3  “This tastes bitter” literally (7,6) 
4  A backwater leads to depression but find a way 

out (8) 
5  How to fish for a sculptor? (5) 
7  Our native roller would go straight for it! (7) 
8  Applies some nurture when finding a small 

Australian bird (8,3-4) 
11  Are a tad tipsy at first, stumbling around, in a 

search for pelagic birds (1,3,4,2,3) 
15  Ten silly ways for an owl to fly? (8) 
17  Lots after hangout place changes direction (7) 
19  Can’t sin when converted into tin! (7) 
21 A boy or a destination for some migrating  

birds (5)
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Across 
1  Brain clouds over, missing five hundred looking 

at birds with these! (10) 
6  A one-two bird? (4) 
9  Indian mystic had us in fits (5) 
10 Mud on male is weird because he looks after his 

chicks (3,3,3) 
12  China plus cash gift can become a highlight for 

an osprey! (8,1,4) 
13  We might also give two hoots when we hear it 

(4,4) 
14  Coming last are art works (2,4) 
16 Doesn’t this young bird let age define it? (6) 
18  The latest birding magazine? Or perhaps a large  

chick? (3,5) 
20 Alto had update about how to submit bird 

records to the Atlas electronically (6,3,4) 
22  Appear neatly turned out a couple of kilometres 

beyond the dunny; short empty finish (4,5) 
23 Part of the reason a Red Fruit-bat doesn’t have 

collisions (5) 

24 Way to go, young man, if you want to get 
ahead! (4) 

25 Car gone? Fly off to Bowra to find this bird! (4,6) 
Down 
1  Perhaps this bird is not naturally wary, but how 

cruelness makes it so! (4,5-6) 
2  Astronomical term and coil loosely (7) 
3  “This tastes bitter” literally (7,6) 
4  A backwater leads to depression but find a way 

out (8) 
5  How to fish for a sculptor? (5) 
7  Our native roller would go straight for it! (7) 
8  Applies some nurture when finding a small 

Australian bird (8,3-4) 
11  Are a tad tipsy at first, stumbling around, in a 

search for pelagic birds (1,3,4,2,3) 
15  Ten silly ways for an owl to fly? (8) 
17  Lots after hangout place changes direction (7) 
19  Can’t sin when converted into tin! (7) 
21 A boy or a destination for some migrating  

birds (5)
 


