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Across 
1 Her Dad has disturbed waterbirds (9) 
6 Return a slab of wood (5) 
9 It’s a COVID case involving residents initially; unravel 

a strain, a new one (10,5) 
10 Seabird starts to eat Raven’s nestlings (4) 
11 Strangely not initially apprised about shorebirds (10) 
13 Somewhat of no blessing for anti-republicans (6) 
14 Seabird genus invokes fat Egret flying (8) 
17 Venus orbiting with all Lapwings (8) 
18 Masses of evidence for climate change within the 

Poles (6) 
21 Beach-washed evidence of failed pelagic trips (10) 
23 Resound with each calling Harrier’s offering  

initially (4) 
25 Desert dweller organises with a bad defence (6,9) 
26 Came close shortly, like some owls (5) 
27 New line with singlet fluttering between poles (9)  

Down 
1 Record more than nine please (7) 
2 Finds forest passerine or one’s rib breaks (4,5) 
3 Strings of Sharpies? (4) 
4 At sea, encounter nothing fatal when swimming (6) 
5 Flag as normal (8) 
6 Publican has surprisingly low record of a night  

bird (7,3) 
7 Bank eleven will fly without noise initially (5) 
8 Forgetting main sea vagrant! (7) 
12 Whole delay just because this NZ passerine is 

dispersing (10) 
15 Car’s winter equipment for the icy rain when I’m  

out and about (4,5) 
16 We must twitch an introduced waterbird (4,4) 
17 Can see Vulture in ‘scope; it’s behind Little Egret 

initially (7) 
19 Ducks and toys with nothing less (7) 
20 First excursion into hides finds geese in flight (6) 
22 Some beginner birders are almost on target (5) 
24 Quite a little serve of duck (4)   
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