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Across 
7 Rainforest bird was scary when roaming (but 

there’s nothing to it) (9) 
8 Asian passerine – some flash a magnificent white 

rump! (5) 
10 Performed mere deed and restored favour (8) 
11 Raptor, apparently preferring large food items (6) 
12 Measure small seed-eater? Not quite. (4) 
13  Turn into some birdwatching reactions (8) 
15 Yokel will need head start to find bird (7) 
17 Take prey when older (7) 
20 African finch reviews bible surlily in seconds (8) 
22 Waterbird starts dining upon common krill (4) 
25 Seabird atoll (answer comes in two parts) (6) 
26 South American passerines found coasting  

around (8) 
27 Aimed to review Australian Birdlife, for  

example (5) 
28 Zorba veered unhesitatingly, disturbed Asian 

columbid (5,4) 

Down 
1 I’m black (quoth he) (5) 
2 There’s an unusual Sterna behind the boat (6) 
3 Needing maps when twitching this waterbird (8) 
4 Bird led astray (a tern) (7) 
5 Initially when heard, it pleases, but it’s rather 

deafening! (8) 
6 Mean, inept, wayward, featherless … (9) 
9 Flightless bird turning odd over nothing (4) 
14 Berlin elm unlikely to host this honeyeater (4,5) 
16 Very precise with the bird’s ID (8) 
18 European passerine issues confusing traffic light 

instructions (8) 
19 Measure of hope for a woodpecker (7) 
21  A readily identified waterfowl – its bill is sizable, 

for starters (4) 
23 Loons can be in mint condition here (6) 
24 Prey item for many birds – of particular value (5) 
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