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Across 
1 Are reported sightings of this bird just bloody  

talk? (7,4) 
7 These delightful creatures occur in dribs (5) 
8 Some tutor reckoned that these were key tail feathers 

for bird IDs (9) 
10 Does he carry the materials for this flighty  

pastime? Take a bow if you get it (7) 
11 Since church letters came into ornithology for 

example (7) 
12 An Indian snake starts killing robins, and ibis too (5) 
13 Driving keen birders, sense gear change (9) 
16 Ran clean race to get a prerequisite for flying (9) 
18 An awesome gallinule brought about the end for the 

Greeks! (5) 
19 Where a Night Parrot might be stuck so badly (7) 
22 A vague direction – but with it her bird spotting has it 

covered (7) 
23 Trouble our end, start to breed, find a merry old  

song (9) 
24 A good way to donate to BirdLife Australia and bring 

about endless wonder (5) 
25 Successfully identified this bird – all was brown  

blur! (4,7) 

Down 
1 This waterbird may be no cracker but it is good to see 

one (9) 
2 Look at quiet intrusion into bird’s prey (7) 
3 This seabird eats fish although it is not oyster-crazy 

(5,4) 
4 They may be written or sung in the field (5) 
5 It’s a circus bird! (7) 
6 Bill shape that’s sometimes paired with a rose (5) 
7 A sea duck found using a dark Lambretta, nothing 

less! (5,6) 
9 Pre-set or raw processing would lead to images of this 

bird (4,7) 
14 This Asian starling sounds quite contradictory (5,4) 
15 Make-up that has ruined many a bird photograph (9) 
17 Arrange new stock – it happens sometimes in 

taxonomy too (7) 
18 A primitive brood patch – perhaps I’ll voice the clue 

differently without me (7) 
20 A pigeon with good taste? (5) 
21 Manoeuvring skill always associated with raptors (5) 
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12 An Indian snake starts killing robins, and ibis too (5) 
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