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Across 
1 Sip your holiday cheer – it might be welcome! (7) 
5 Bird initially seen with arched neck! (4) 
9 They fish at sea in our north – land back & present ID 

opportunity! (5-5, 5) 
10 Leaders of research on unusual eggs (devoted to sensual 

pleasure) (4) 
11 North American lapwing – type with some content (5) 
12 A young hawk uses some of its prey as food (4) 
15 Also sat confused, not knowing what to do (2, 1, 4) 
16 Raced around court and behaved like a magpie in spring 

(7) 
17 Found on many people’s North American bird lists (e.g. 

Clark has it) (7) 
19 Waders which might be at coves (7) 
21 See 27A 
22 Tabatha showed us what is enjoyed by many birds, 

especially at this time of the year (1, 4) 
23 A petrel in Antarctica starts for this Pacific island capital 

(4) 
26 Weird new thing we confused when it perched on a 

saltbush (5-6, 4) 
27, 21A  But is let loose to become small English passerines (4, 

4) 
28 A European Blackbird – use loan to see it! (2, 5) 

Down 
1 Where many of our migratory waders breed (in southern 

Spain and Portugal??) (7) 
2 If a fat Laura ran crazily to Darwin to see this Rhipidura, 

would she succeed? (7, 7) 
3 A skeleton crew goes back to find where males display 

together (4) 
4 A guild that is an African speciality except in the North – 

wavers in the East too! (7) 
5  Specious debt removed and that is added to become a 

basic taxonomic ranking (7) 
6 Takes steps to confuse cats (4) 
7 How 500 is written in Latin – also a characteristic of an 

abandoned nest (7) 
8 Bland dorsal feature of some birds, and of many elderly 

birdwatchers (4, 10). 
13 Do they only fly in straight lines? (5)  
14 Extinct Mauritians had party after party (5) 
17 Escape for a holiday break …. (3, 4) 
18 …. When waders can start feeding again (7) 
19 Bananaquits and Caribs are found on this island (a giant 

iguana holds another clue) (7) 
20 Any silt for this European starling? (7) 
24 My mate almost has this bird (4) 
25 Back loud activity to find two birds singing together (1, 3) 



The Cross-Bird #4 
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Across 
1 Sip your holiday cheer – it might be welcome! (7) 
5 Bird initially seen with arched neck! (4) 
9 They fish at sea in our north – land back & present ID 

opportunity! (5-5, 5) 
10 Leaders of research on unusual eggs (devoted to sensual 

pleasure) (4)  
11 North American lapwing – type with some content (5)  
12 A young hawk uses some of its prey as food (4) 
15 Also sat confused, not knowing what to do (2, 1, 4) 
16 Raced around court and behaved like a magpie in spring 

(7) 
17 Found on many people’s North American bird lists (e.g. 

Clark has it) (7) 
19 Waders which might be at coves (7) 
21 See 27A 
22 Tabatha showed us what is enjoyed by many birds, 

especially at this time of the year (1, 4) 
23 A petrel in Antarctica starts for this Pacific island capital 

(4) 
26 Weird new thing we confused when it perched on a 

saltbush (5-6, 4) 
27, 21A  But is let loose to become small English passerines (4, 

4) 
28 A European Blackbird – use loan to see it! (2, 5) 

Down 
1 Where many of our migratory waders breed (in southern 

Spain and Portugal??) (7) 
2 If a fat Laura ran crazily to Darwin to see this Rhipidura, 

would she succeed? (7, 7) 
3 A skeleton crew goes back to find where males display 

together (4) 
4 A guild that is an African speciality except in the North – 

wavers in the East too! (7) 
5  Specious debt removed and that is added to become a 

basic taxonomic ranking (7) 
6 Takes steps to confuse cats (4) 
7 How 500 is written in Latin – also a characteristic of an 

abandoned nest (7) 
8 Bland dorsal feature of some birds, and of many elderly 

birdwatchers (4, 10). 
13 Do they only fly in straight lines? (5)  
14 Extinct Mauritians had party after party (5) 
17 Escape for a holiday break …. (3, 4) 
18 …. When waders can start feeding again (7) 
19 Bananaquits and Caribs are found on this island (a giant 

iguana holds another clue) (7) 
20 Any silt for this European starling? (7) 
24 My mate almost has this bird (4) 
25 Back loud activity to find two birds singing together (1, 3) 

 


